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MAKING A NEW 
ALT.*.NEWSGROUP 

 

● CONTROL MESSAGE TUTORIAL ● 
Written by Glenn Thomson © 

 
Last Updated: 26 December 2011 

 
The main purpose of this tutorial is to explain how to create a new Newsgroup for 
Usenet. As well as how-to make a current newsgroup ‘valid’ according to isc.org rules 
and guidelines if your current Usenet provider refuses to host it. 
 
If your Usenet provider simply doesn’t yet host a newsgroup of your interests, you 
might want to first check their FAQ page/s on how you go about requesting it.  
 
All the Usenet providers I list on my website carry the most popular newsgroups. 
Which is based on the most posts, and in many cases files are duplicated between 
multiple newsgroups. I.E Files appearing in alt.binaries.teevee will also show up in 
alt.binaries.multimedia. 
 
They all offer the ability to download a listing so you can check before you even sign 
up.  
 
E.G Newshosting listing can be found here! 
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If you have correctly sent the “control message” through to your Usenet provider 
you should NOT see it appear in the “alt.config” newsgroup. It goes directly to 
“control.newsgroup”. You should also be able to see the message has been sent 
from Forte’ Agents log. (Tools/Task Manager) 
 
You now need to check to see if the ‘control message’ has gone through to isc.org. 

(ISC houses the Usenet newsgroup list and control message archive) 
 
You can find a copy of it, after a short wait (maybe an hour or two) at… 
 
ftp://ftp.isc.org/usenet/control/alt/newsgroupname.gz. Provided all goes well, and it 
is accepted it will then appear in the control message archive directory (maybe 12-
24hrs) 
 
“ftp://ftp.isc.org/pub/usenet/control/alt/newsgroupname.gz” 
 
● Replace “newsgroupname.gz” with your newsgroup name, as in my example it 
would be “ftp://ftp.isc.org/pub/usenet/control/alt/alt.binaires.australia.gz” 
 
 
You will need WinZip to open the Unix zip file and read it with the WinZip’s viewer. 
 
If your “control message” fails to appear above, then you need to check the log 
files for the date that you sent the message at 
ftp://ftp.isc.org/usenet/CONFIG/LOGS/ 
With hopefully explaining the reasons why, you may need to also ask your Usenet 
provider for assistance. Also, check that you haven’t used any incorrect syntax. 
 
If successfully, you will then need to contact your Usenet provider and ask them if 
they would be kind enough to get your new newsgroup. Usually a “POST” in their 
support newsgroup would suffice. Some even offer that ability via online tools. 
 

Booster Message 

Once your group is created, it can need some help propagating across usenet. This 
can be done with a "booster message" - basically it means sending the control 
message again so newsadmins who missed it before might see it this time.  

It’s not something I would automatically do. Give it a few weeks, if you don’t see 
your new group showing up at all the major Usenet providers retention checkers 
then you might want to send one.  

Go through the same process as you did to send the original control message, except 
at the beginning of the body of the message (where you added a space), you put the 
word "Booster" on a line by itself. Send the booster control message to “alt.config” 
newsgroup and to the group it is boosting. 

These days I find there are already enough newsgroups out there. But sometimes 
your Usenet provider doesn’t carry the newsgroup you want. (Majority of the time 
because it isn’t a valid newsgroup showing up at isc.org) Or, there simply isn’t a 
newsgroup already created for the purpose on your interests.  
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